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ECO RANGERS: MICROBAT MAYHEM

Focus on Comprehension and Descriptive Writing

[.In Eco Rangers: Microbat Mayhem the bats are an endangered species. Ask students what they know about
endangered animals. Have the students choose an endangered animal, research it and list some interesting facts
they discover, including why the animal is endangered and what is being done to help save it from extinction.
Discuss in a group the biggest threats to wildlife and any steps being taken to save them.

2. To understand the sequencing of events, have students list the steps Ebony and Jay take to help the microbats
they find at the theme park.

3. Have the student identify their favourite wildlife animal. Describe what it is like. Include information about its
eyes, nose, mouth, ears, body and include how it is different to other animals. Add some interesting facts such as its
habitat, what it eats and when and where it sleeps.

ECO RANGERS: WILDFIRE RESCUE

Focus on Debate and Narrative

|. A possum is affected by wildfires in Eco Rangers: Wildfire Rescue. Discuss how wildfires occur. How is
controlled burning carried out to help minimise the impact on people and the environment, including wildlife?
Students could hold a debate about the benefits and problems with wildfires?

2. Emergency services are an important part of the community. What role does the fire brigade play in preventing
and controlling wildfires? In what situations would the fire brigade be called and how do they help? What other
emergency services might attend a wildfire, and why?

3. Students can create their own imaginary animal. They can draw or design a 3-dimensional creature of their own.
They could include its physical appearance, habitat, eating habits, behaviour, lifecycle and more.
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OTHER ACTIVITIES:

Pre-reading:

What do you think the story is about!? What do you think the story problem might be? What human impacts affect
wildlife and how? What can we do to minimise these risks to animals?

How have animals adapted to changes in their environment? Can you find some examples from the past or present to
demonstrate this?

Reading:
How does the story begin? What is the problem? How is the problem resolved by the end of the story? What kind of
descriptive language is used? Whose point of view is the story told through?

After reading:
Do you think the author took a certain view and what was it? How is this demonstrated through the characters’ point
of view?

Story Starters and Point of View:

The Eco Rangers stories are written from the point of view of Ebony and Jay. Rewrite the opening from the
perspective of Poseidon the pelican. Describe how he became covered in oil from his point of view. What does he
think when the first sees the Eco Rangers? How does he feel about being rescued?

Using Descriptive Language

What words or images are used to describe animals in the books? How does this help us imagine what the animal is
like physically and in its personality? How is this linked to human characteristics! Student can come up with their own
metaphors or poems to describe animals.

Making Predictions Based on Information

Many of today’s wildlife are facing different environmental threats and human impacts. How will the world look with
regard to our endangered animals if things continue the way they are going now? How will it look if humans take
certain steps to help reduce our environmental impact! What things can we do to change the potential outcome for
our endangered animals! Students may discuss this in groups or individually and could create a poster or presentation
to show this.

Exploring Narrative & Author Intention

Have students discuss story plotting by examining the beginning, middle and ending of the Eco Rangers stories. How
are these elements put together with the main characters Ebony and Jay to form a story, and what is the author's
intention? Students can come up with their own wildlife story with a setting, main character and plot. What problem
does the main character have to overcome or solve? What values does the story convey such as friendship,
compassion etc. List them and give examples to prove your points.
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