
SYNOPSIS
Dear Badger loves helping all his special animal friends. But one day, he needs help …
An enchanting tale about kindness, gratitude and friendship.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Xiao Mao is a famous writer living in China. He has written more than 100 books for children 
and has won a number of literacy awards. His works are embedded with wisdom, imagination, 
humour and love. 

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
Graduated from Nanjing Art Institute, Xu Qingfeng is regarded as one of the Chinese new generation 
illustrators, who is skilled at comprehensive paintings. 

ANOTHER BOOK 
BY AWARD-WINNING 

XIAO MAO

Teaching Notes: 
DEAR BADGER
Written by Xiao Mao
Illustrated by Xu Qingfeng
Published by New Frontier Publishing



EDUCATIONAL APPLICABILITY
Dear Badger is an enchanting story which encourages children to be kind and care for their friends. 
It also includes the important theme of being able to accept help when it’s needed and to be grateful 
and say ‘thank you’. 

DISCUSSION TOPICS
Before, during and after reading the book
1.	 Introduce Dear Badger to the children and ask them what they think the story might be about. 
2.	 Dear Badger loves helping all his friends. Ask the children if they like to help their friends. What do they help them with? 

Homework? When they hurt themselves? If they are crying? How do they feel when they help their friends? Is it a good feeling?
3.	 Ask the children if they ask for help if they need a helping hand. Are they grateful for the help and do they acknowledge it and say 

‘thank you’?
4.	 What do all the special animal friends in the story need help with?
5.	 After reading the book, ask them what they thought of the story. Which was their favourite part and why?
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谢谢，快醒醒 ……

我还没说谢谢呢 ……

‘Don’t be afraid!’ 
   called Badger.

‘I’m here to thank  
  you. You looked after me 
when I bumped my head. 
Don’t you remember?’ 

‘But when I  
  woke up, you  
weren’t there!’ 

Dear Badger, 
wake up! 

Dear Badger!’

‘You’re welcome’, said hedgehog.

‘THANK YOU for helping me,’  
said Badger. ‘You helped me  
when I couldn’t help myself.’
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WORDSEARCH ACTIVITY
Find all the words below in the Dear Badger wordsearch.
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SOLUTION TO WORDSEARCH

Name: Class: Date:

word search

DEAR BADGER
C S Q U I R R E L
E R O A W A N D T
L G O H E G D E H
E I R C N W Z A O
P R A O O B O U K
H A G U N D R C H
A F N Q H B I O C
N F A D O H C L I
T E K F C I R G E

CHICK
COW
CROCODILE

ELEPHANT
GIRAFFE
HEDGEHOG

KANGAROO
SQUIRREL

Word Search www.edu-games.org

Answer sheet
word search

DEAR BADGER
C S Q U I R R E L
E R O A W A N D T
L G O H E G D E H
E I R C N W Z A O
P R A O O B O U K
H A G U N D R C H
A F N Q H B I O C
N F A D O H C L I
T E K F C I R G E

CHICK
COW
CROCODILE

ELEPHANT
GIRAFFE
HEDGEHOG

KANGAROO
SQUIRREL

Word Search www.edu-games.org

Name: Class: Date:

word search

DEAR BADGER
C S Q U I R R E L
E R O A W A N D T
L G O H E G D E H
E I R C N W Z A O
P R A O O B O U K
H A G U N D R C H
A F N Q H B I O C
N F A D O H C L I
T E K F C I R G E

CHICK
COW
CROCODILE

ELEPHANT
GIRAFFE
HEDGEHOG

KANGAROO
SQUIRREL

Word Search www.edu-games.org

Name: Class: Date:

word search

DEAR BADGER
C S Q U I R R E L
E R O A W A N D T
L G O H E G D E H
E I R C N W Z A O
P R A O O B O U K
H A G U N D R C H
A F N Q H B I O C
N F A D O H C L I
T E K F C I R G E

CHICK
COW
CROCODILE

ELEPHANT
GIRAFFE
HEDGEHOG

KANGAROO
SQUIRREL

Word Search www.edu-games.org



ACTIVITY

D
ESIG

N
 A

 ‘T
H

A
N

K
 YO

U
’ C

A
R

D
 A

C
T

IV
IT

Y
D

esign, create and give your friend a card to say, ‘Thank you!’. It could be for som
ething they’ve done or helped you w

ith.
A

sk an adult to help you cut it out.

w
w

w.new
frontier.com

.au
w

w
w.new

frontierpublishing.co.uk

Thank
You!



ACTIV
IT

Y
WRITE A ‘THANK YOU’ POEM

Write an acrostic poem using the words, Thank you. An acrostic poem is a poem in which 
the first letter of each line spells out a word. You could write all about the different ways 

of saying thank you. 
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