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TEACHING NOTES

SYNOPSIS

Elissa loves reading and her bookshelf overflows with all the story books that

she’s read. One day she tries to borrow several books from the school library only

to realise that she is unable to carry them home in her bag. However, her new
neighbour, Ben, also shares her love for reading. As their friendship blossoms,
can Ben help Elissa with her quest to read more books? A heartwarming story
celebrating a love for books and friendship
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Amani Uduman is a children’s author based in Melbourne, Australia. Her
background is in primary school education and early childhood education.
Amani has numerous titles published in the trade, educational and non-profit
sectors, with many books translated into different languages.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATO

Joanna Bartel is an Australian illustrator with a background in graphic design
and secondary school art/design and English teaching. She draws much of
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teaching, and childhood memories of fun with three brothers and lots of cousins.

Joanna has a particular love for character design and celebrating diversity. Ben's

Library is Joannd's second illustrative work with New Frontier Publishing, following

on from Ava Spark: Hello, I'm Here.

ECUCATIONAL APPLICABILIT

Bens Library is a heartwarming story celebrating a love for friendship, books and
libraries (including little free libraries). Full of diverse characters, the key themes

include community, determination and problem solving.

Elissa took every spare moment to
lose herself in a good story ... during
breakfast, while she was getting ready

- ;

l\

for school and even when her
new neighbours were
making loud noises
outside the window.
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ISCUSSION TOPICS

Before, during and after reading the book

Introduce Ben’s Library to the children and ask them what they think the story might be about.

How would you describe Elissa?
Do you go to your school or local library to get new books?

What are your favourite books?

Have you seen a library box like Ben’s Library before? Do you think it's a good idea?

What does Ben suggest to Elissa to help her carry her books?

After reading the book, ask them what they thought of the story? Which was their favourite part and why?

How does Ben and Elissa feel at the end of the story? Explain your answer.
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N\ One morning as Elissa was searching for
) a story on her bookshelf, she sighed loudly.

When Elissa reached inside to take
the book, a voice behind her said,
‘Ooh! My first customer!’

Elissa turned around to see
a beaming face.

‘Tm Elissa. I love
your library!’

Fortunately, she had a great idea. Elissa packed the most

precious thing she owned ... her school library card.

‘Thanks! Dad and I made it together, said Ben.
‘We've just moved here. I see you've met Biblio.

He likes books nearly as much as I do!”

She thanked him for the book, waved goodbye and promised to visit soon.
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Can you help Elissa find a book?
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ORDSEARCH

Find all the words below in the Ben’s Library wordsearch.

Name:

Class: - Date:
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RAWING ACTIVIT

Have a go at drawing a new cover for your favourite book?




BEN'S LIBRARY ¥
POEM

Write an acrostic poem using the word
“Library.”




Name: Date:

Write down the name of your favourite books in your classroom or the library.
List them under fiction and non-fiction hooks.




BEN'S LIBRARY

What happened in the beginning of the story?
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What happened in the middle of the story?

What happened at the end of the story?




Use the boxes below to analyse Ben’s Library.

Name:




Name: Date:

Ben’slibrary

Use the following words to create compound sentences.

Books

School
Yriend

Library

Bag
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